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xhibition 3 : Wife visiting Hakyo in hospital

akyo entered Tokyo National Hospital in Kiyose in 1948 to
receive medical treatment for tuberculosis. The direct distance
from Suna-machi to Kiyose is about 30 km. In those days, it took
two and half an hour between them by changing trains. Akiko
stayed overnight in the hospital to take care for Hakyo whenever
he had an operation. But it was difficult to leave their little children
alone in Suna-machi for a long period.
When she visited him in hospital once or twice a week at most,
Hakyo told her in a letter that he always worried about his family
and of the details of his physical condition.
He was usually a man of few words, but his letters to his wife were
full of humor and love. The contents of his letters clearly give off
his kindness and gentleness toward his family.
Hakyo put up with three-time operations in Kiyose, and then he
returned to Suna-machiin 1950.
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Exhibition 4. Akiko' s haiku spirit

Akiko began to compose haiku after she married Hakyo. First,
Hakyo did not look happy with Akiko’ s haiku-composing. When
her three haiku appeared in the haiku magazine “Tsuru” run by
Hakyo, he recognized her talent for haiku and finally approved her
composing haiku.

Themes of Akiko’ s haiku were mainly based on her own life and
always focused on Hakyo.

Akiko always stayed so closed to Hakyo who established a solid
position as a haiku poet. Along with her inborn ability, she
developed her talent for haiku more than ever.
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Exhibition 5. “Mimai-kago (Visitor' s woven basket)”

from Hakyo to Akiko

“You have looked after me for years. This is a small gift for
you.” Akiko could not turn down Hakyo’ s proposal to publish her
haiku collection, although she felt ashamed with it.

Hakyo managed to raise enough money to publish her haiku
collection and gave the detail instructions including selection of
her haiku for publication and even the design of binding.
Therefore, he would have looked forward to the completion of her
haiku collection far more than anyone.

Unfortunately, however, he passed away from heart breakdown
just before he tried to write his postscript for her collection. He
was 56 years old and still so young. About one month later after
his death when she was still heartbroken with deep grief, the
poem collection “Mimai-kago” was published with its imprint by
“ISHIDA Hakyo, publisher” .
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